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pose of receiving and concentrating the at-
tractive force. In the case of permanent
magnets, it is also important for preserving
their magnetism when not in use, and hence
is sometimes termed the 'keeper. It produces
this effect by virtue of the well-known law
of induction, by which the armature, when
placed near or across the poles of the mag-
net, is itself converted into a temporary
magnet with reversed poles, and these, re-
acting upon the permanent magnet, keep its
particles in a state of constant magnetic
tension. A horseshoe magnet should there-
fore never be laid aside without its armature;
and, in the case of straight-bar magnets, two
should be placed parallel to each other, with
their poles reversed, with a keeper or arma-
ture across them at both ends. The term
armature is also applied to the part of a
magneto or dynamo in which the current is
induced, and to the rotating part of an
electric motor. See magnet; electro-
KAGiTETISM.
A&ME'NIA, an ancient Christian king-
dom, important enough in the days of Alex-
ander the Great to arouse his desire for
possession. Since then it has been the victim
of successive exploitations by the Persians,
Arabs and Turks, with occasional respite
from mistreatment as a result of the inter-
ference of Christian powers. Armenia is a
land of sorrow, its people more persecuted
than those of any other nation; while owing
forced allegiance to non-Christian rulers,
they have through the centuries adhered to
the faith of their fathers, though millions
have suffered torture and massacre.
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HISTORICAL. ARMENIA
but at the outbreak of the World War (1914)
the name was applied to a region in West-
Location and Resources. The boundaries
of Armenia have varied at different times,
 ern Asia including the northeast corner of
Asiatic Turkey, the southern part of Trans-
caucasia (Russian Armenia) and the north-
west corner of Persia. The greater part of
Armenia, however, covering about 72,000
square miles, belonged to Turkey, and it is
Turkish Armenia that has come to be a
symbol for untold suffering. Travelers of-
ten noted the difference between the people
in Russian Armenia and those under Turkish
rule. The former were permitted oppor-
tunities for development; the latter were en-
slaved.
Armenia is in every way well adapted to
agriculture. It has fertile corn lands and
broad pastures, and its valleys produce cot-
ton, rice, tobacco, grapes and dates. Be-
cause of constant ill-treatment of the people
the land has not produced to the extent of its
possibilities. In the forests are found the
ash, maple, oak, walnut, chestnut and pine.
There are no manufacturers of great im-
portance. The country is rich in minerals,
which include silver, lead, iron and copper.
The People. The Armenians belong to
the Aryan branch of the human family.
They naturally have keen intellects, and
under favorable conditions become prosper-
ous in business enterprises and in the pro-
fessions. Those kept under Turkish rule
have usually remained in dense ignorance.
Before the World War the population of
Turkish Armenia (the chief city of which is
Erzerum) was estimated at about 2,470,000;
the Armenians numbered about 650,000, the
remainder being Kurds and Turks. In Euro-
pean Turkey there were about 500,000
Armenians, and in Asiatic Turkey outside of
Armenia about 576,000. There were over
1,000,000 in Russian Transcaucasia, and
many thousands were scattered over the
world. The plight of the hapless subjects of
the Turkish sultan during the World War
aroused the indignation of the civilized
world. In 1917 the American Committee
for Armenian and Syrian Belief reported
that—
. . . close to 1,200,000 out of the 1,800,000
Armenians who had been in the Turkish
Empire two years before had been either
massacred or deported. Those who were mas-
sacred had often suffered the most extreme
tortures, and those who had been deported
had been the victims of the greatest hard-
ships, many dying- from starvation, disease
and exhaustion. They were driven in troops
through the swampy regions and deserts of

